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There are a number of different genres including
Futozao, Nakazao and Hosozao. | play the rough and
fast paced Tsugaru (mine is a Futozao). The Tsugaru
uses dog hide and not cat hide like the others. The
reason is because cat hide cannot handle the tough
strikes. The shamisen is played with a Bachi, known in
the West as a pick. A bachi can change the tone of

the instrument and many people choose bachis based
on their personal preferences. It's not just the bachi
that affects the quality of the music. First of course is
the person playing; no matter how fine tuned an
instrument, if the person playing it is not skilled then
the instrument will follow suit. Next is materials, my
shamisen uses an Indian wood called Kouki
(Redwood) and my bachi is a composite of plastic and
tortoise shell. The case that came with the shamisen
when | purchased it was blue so | chose to name the
instrument Blue. Blue means a lot to me and even now
when | hold it in my arms | can feel the spirit of the
instrument pulsing through my body. | feel the energy
and excitement of Minyo events that | have attended
and have yet to go to echo through my mind. | feel
proud of my experience and will work to improve. In
the end, this passion that | have is thanks to this
wonderful instrument.
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Smile Cafe (E*UJJ':IEE) (Japanese New Year’s)
/I L\Xt ‘f«%(ub‘%f;b‘i’)?‘@( Yy— L\TJEU? L&D

Come out and enjoy Karuta and other card games with Uchinada’s CIR James Green. All are welcome
[

H B 18148 (B-#1B) SF§108s~1ES Date:January 14, 2013 (Monday) Time 10:00am-Noon
§ Ls

15 P ELEREENETELBOE (FoEoRE

Admission is free. We look forward to seeing you there!

Place : Hall of Wind and Sand (Next to the Honobono spa)
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