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In the US when on a plane people usually strike up a
conversation with passengers seated next to them.
Living in Japan | am used to people being quiet on
planes and not talking to strangers, especially
foreigners since | imagine many people assume
foreigners don't speak Japanese, so | usually pack a
movie on my phone or songs to listen to during a
flight. Recently on a trip back from Kyushu | had a
very interesting experience. Boarding the plane | put
my bag down and went to use the lavatory before
takeoff. As | walked past the passenger in my row |
said ‘excuse me' in Japanese and he replied in English,
‘I'm sorry.” It was a slight shock of course because |
expected a reply in Japanese or a polite gesture but |
continued to the lavatory. When | returned to my
seat | commented that his English was good and that
opened the door to a long and rewarding
conversation that lasted from Fukuoka to Komatsu,
all in English. | was surprised that he was also an
Uchinada resident and this made the conversation
easier. We talked about his work, my work, our
families, Uchinada, why and how he studies English. |
felt relaxed as we talked and also a bit less foreign if
that makes sense. By the end of the trip | felt more
like friends than strangers. Looking back on the
experience | am reminded of the motto he shared
with me that he uses for his English study: “No
Attack, No Chance!” So many opportunities, chances
and relationships are available to us but if we never
try {attack} then there will never be the chance for
bettering ourselves or enriching our lives. In that spirit
| hope that more people will adopt this motto, step
out of their comfort zone and get out there and
Attack!
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